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Inter-Office Memorandum
n,t, October 28. 1985

To Ed Miller From Ken Rone

Dept. of Ecology
Copies 10 Erik Voldbaek Sllh|M.t Plant Inspection

Dave Donaldson

Daniel Cargill of the State of Washington, Department of Ecology, visited the
plant on 10/24/85, as part of a pre-announced compliance inspection to observe
practices or conditions which may relate to deteriorated water quality in the
Duwamish River and Elliot Bay. He had, in a previous conversation, indicated
he would be looking for unpermitted discharges and may recommend BMP (Best
Management Practice) advisories.

This inspection was independent of a similar plant inspection by METRO on
10/10/84, however Mr. Cargill did have access to the data gathered by METRO
and had discussed that information with them immediately prior to his visit.
Our contacts with METRO indicated the information was flowing to D.O.E. but
not the other way, as Mr. Shahan had very limited knowledge of D.O.E.'s intent
or mode of operation.

The weather, the day of the visit, was particularly bad. Wind and 0.75" of
rain in the previous 24 hours had left much standing water around the site.
The truck wash sump was overflowing and the settling pond was very full.

Mr. Cargill began by reviewing his knowledge of our site, its layout and the
operating permits we held. I advised him of the plant shutdown in March, 1984,
which I indicated shifted the nature of our plant discharges towards greater
quantities (due to lack of slurry water consumption) and lower contaminants
(rain runoff vs. process washdowns).

Concern over the settling pond centered around a sample D.O.E. took in December,
1983, which shows 0.10 ppm Cu. This exceeds the allowed discharge concentration
of O.OT-ppm. The Zn, Cr and Pb were below the limit but were also of concern.
They will probably recommend resampling of the settling pond. I expressed my
confidence that the metals would be lowered because of the new character of our
pond discharges.

The stockpiles of coal, slag and fly ash, cited in METRO'S report, were discussed
and their potential for disposal reviewed. I indicated fly ash was already gone
and slag and coal would be gone by next March 31st. Mr. Cargill wanted to know
where the stockpiles were going. He indicated a concern over rain water percu-
lating through the coal and slag of a pH as low as 5. He may recommend these
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piles be tarped while they are waiting for disposal. He may be convinced this
would not be necessary if we could produce acceptable solubility tests. I
asked if E.P. Toxicity Tests (40 CFR, Part 261.24) would be adequate. He
indicated they may be. He wanted to discuss it at greater length with others
who were more knowledgeable of the materials. I will be forwarding what infor-
mation we have. Our information has shown both materials to be well within
limits.

Our plant tour seemed non-eventful. He requested to see our revised oil storage,
made one reference to PCB transformers and asked the contents of nearly each
steel drum we encountered. He did ask to see a Dept. of Labor, Material Safety
Data Sheet concerning oleic acid, empty barrels of which were stored near the
storeroom awaiting return. Nate Fernow, MSDS custodian, promptly satisfied his
inquiry. During the plant tour, I discussed our eventual need to dredge the
settling pond to break the filter cake to which he indicated agreement.

I plan to contact Mr. Cargill with the E.P. Toxicity data we have available.
He should be able to formulate his final recommendations shortly thereafter.
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